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Al Rights Resorved,

When Jim Fenton, one of the creations of John G. Holland, was asked if he was religious, his
answer was typical of the time:

“Yes,” said Jim, “I'm religious when I'm skeer'd.”

But when men and women began to lose the fear of actual physical punishment and no longer
believed that there was an actual lake of burning brimstone, to which they would be eternally con-
signed if they persisted in pursuing such and such a course, they wrenched themselves loose from
dogma and ecclesiasticism of all kinds, failing to understand that there was any difference between
God’s eternal truth and man's misconception of it.

The pendulum in its'swing went too far, perhaps, toward materialism, and as a logical sequence,
too far from things which cannot be seen, touched or handled.

Now just what is your idea of religion? Is it the outward observance of forms? [« it going to
church because it is respectable and gives you a better standing in the community? Is it for just the
matenial benefit which you expect to get out of it?

Or do you believe that there is a POWER HIGHER THAN SELF and it is the instine-

tive turning of the soul toward its source ?

No matter how we may feel about creeds or ceremonies, doctrine or dogma, we, at least the most
of us, feel that there 1s a power higher than ourselves, and if it pleases us to do so, we can call

that power, God.

Environment plays a very important part in the lives of every one of us, and all animals, the
human as well as the brute, are affected by it. Isit not an act of wisdom to get mto an atmosphere of
the kind which makes for the things that are worth while, rather than to continually assgcilate B
selves with those things which only affect the senses or fatten the pocketbook ? ®
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Get the Church Habit

Can you as a father or mother, or a prospective father or mother, afford to shut yourself awsay
from an influence which will help you 1o be a better parent?

Can you as a atizen afford to neglect an opportunity which will help you to become a Better
citizen?
Can you afford to go through life with your eyes and ears closed against the wrongs which are

being inflicted upon humanity and the cries of the oppressed? \_

Can you be satisfied to have your life centered on your own individuality and canng nothing for
the man on the right and left?

If you can afford (o neglect all and very many similar things, then you dare neglect to keep
yourself in an environment where the life is more than meat and the body than raiment.

Habits, good or bad, are easily assumed; not all at once is a habit fastened upon us, but by de-
grees. The love of ease, sloth, and indifference are bad habits and work moral deterioration.

The love of work, the love of everything which tends toward the uplifting of ourselves and our
fellows, make us live wires in the community and not galvanized corpses, occupying space with no

payment in return for our tenancy.

Get the CHURCH HABIT and at the end of six months, if you have given it a fair, honest,
and impartial trial and cannot say at the expiration of that time you have been helped, encouraged
and your vision broadened, your love of humanity deepened and the sense of your own responsibil-
ities enlarged, then you will have had ample time to realize whether the fault lies with yourself or

with the churches.

The Pastors of This City Will Gladly Respond to Any Call for Help in Cases of Sickness, Death or Trouble of Any Kin
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